New data on the osteology of some species of Bregmaceros (Teleostei, Gadiformes).
Osteology of four extant species of Bregmacerotidae, Bregmaceros houdei, B. bathymaster, B. japonicus, and B. macclellandi, is described for the first time. The osteological analysis enables the recognition of two groups: (1) B. houdei and B. bathymaster, and (2) B. japonicus and B. macclellandi. Considerable differences in the structure of skull, and pectoral and pelvic girdles among the species indicate the existence of at least two phyletic lines within the genus. Knowledge of the skeleton may be of great importance for the taxonomy of fossil and extant species of Bregmaceros.